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GENERAL  INFORMATION  ABOUT  DEAF 
AND  HARD  OF  HEARING  ELDERLY  PERSONS 


1 .  How  many  elderly  persons  have  hearing  losses? 

The  U.S.  Congress  Office  of  Technology  Assessment  estimates  that  there 
are  currently  seven  million  elderly  persons  with  hearing  losses.  That 
number  is  expected  to  rise  to  11  million  by  the  year  2000. 


2 .  What  is  a  hearing  loss? 

A  hearing  loss  refers  to  a  decreased  ability  to  hear  in  one  or  both 
ears . 


Persons  with  hearing  loss  are  referred  to  as  hard  of  hearing  or  deaf, 
depending  on  the  degree  of  the  loss. 

A  hard  of  hearing  person  has  some  hearing,  but  has  difficulty 
understanding  speech,  while  a  deaf  person  cannot  use  hearing  for  everyday 
living. 


3 .  What  causes  hearing  loss? 

Hearing  loss  can  be  caused  by  factors  such  as  heredity,  noise 
exposure,  injury  to  the  ear,  high  fevers  from  diseases  such  as  scarlet 
fever  or  meningitis,  medication,  head  injuries,  or  strokes. 


4 .  How  does  hearing  impairment  affect  the  lives  of  elderly  deaf  and  hard 
of  hearing  persons? 

A  hearing  loss  deprives  not  only  elderly  persons,  but  also  their 
family  and  friends  of  easy  exchange  of  feelings,  ideas,  and  other 
information. 

Elderly  individuals  may  withdraw  from  others  because  they  have 
difficulty  talking  to  or  understanding  them. 
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5 .  If  a  hearing  loss  is  suspected,  what  should  elderly  persons  do? 

They  should  have  a  medical  examination  by  a  licensed  physician  who 
specializes  in  ear  disorders  to  determine  what  type  of  hearing  loss  they 
have,  and  whether  it  can  be  treated. 

The  physician  will  then  refer  the  older  individuals  to  an  audiologist 
or  a  hearing  aid  vender  who  can  decide  whether  they  can  be  fitted  with  a 
hearing  aid  and  which  aids  are  best  for  them. 

6 .  What  kind  of  rehabilitative  help  is  available  if  a  hearing  loss  cannot 
be  treated  medically? 

Elderly  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing  persons  may  want  to  take  classes  in 
sign  language  or  speechreading  ( lipreading) ,  or  to  receive  auditory 
training  in  which  they  receive  help  in  using  their  remaining  hearing. 

They  can  use  devices  to  help  them  function  in  everyday  life,  such  as 
hearing  aids,  assistive  listening  systems,  telephone  amplifiers,  flashing 
light  signal  systems,  and  telecommunications  devices  for  the  deaf  (TDDs). 

7 .  What  financial  aid  is  available  for  medical  care,  rehabilitation 
programs,  devices  and  other  support  services? 

Public  welfare  organizations,  local  rehabilitation  commissions,  the 
Veteran's  Administration,  and  public  health  agencies  may  have  financial 
aid  available  for  devices,  hearing  aids,  hearing  aid  evaluations,  and  some 
rehabilitative  services. 

Some  health  insurance  plans  may  pay  for  the  initial  purchase  of  a 
hearing  aid. 
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